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ABSTRACT

The Allonemobius fasciatus and A. allardi cryptic species complexes of striped ground
crickets (Orthoptera, Gryllidae) have been well studied in the eastern United States but have
not been extensively collected or characterized in the western United States. To further an
understanding of these groups, we collected along four transects in the United States west of
the Mississippi River. The cricketswere analyzed el ectrophoretically and compared to eastern
representatives of the two complexes. With the exception of two new speciesdiscoveredinthe
grasslands of the central United States, all crickets collected from western areas could be
assigned to previously described species. Allonemobius fasciatus occurs coast-to-coast, dis-
plays great genetic differentiation across its range, and appears to have been recently intro-
duced to the Pacific Northwest. Allonemobius allardi has a less extensive range than A.
fasciatus and displays less genetic differentiation. Allonemobius socius occurs in California
but was not found in the interior of the United States.
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INTRODUCTION

Speciation, the process by which new speciesareformed and thusthe process
responsiblefor thediversity of lifeon earth, isrelatively poorly understood by
biol ogists. The questionsthat remainto beansweredinclude: what roledoesnatural





